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Transportation

zz

Newton has a diverse, well-connected transportation system
to serve its residents and the commerce and visitors that
travel through the community. The City’s inter-connected,
predictable grid layout makes navigation easy.
Plus,
Interstate 80 that runs through the community, along with air
and rail connections, links Newton with the rest of the world.
Maintaining and improving its transportation network is a key
catalyst for community success for Newton. The ease of
movement of people and goods is an essential part of a
growing, well-functioning community. The various elements
of this transportation network for Newton are described in the
following sections
Transportation in Newton is safe, direct, and inclusive of
multiple means of getting people and goods from place to
place. While the main type of travel will continue to be in
personal automobiles, other modes, including buses, freight
trucks, airplanes, trains, bicycles, and by foot, will be
accommodated in a well-connected transportation system.

This chapter will provide
focus on:


Street and
thoroughfare system



Street classifications



Capacity Improvement



Street extensions



Airport facilities



Railway system

The City should not jump on board with trendy, rhyming policies like “Complete Streets” but
should instead take a practical look at what it would take to have a safe, connected,
maintainable network for all users.

Streets, Highways, and
Bridges
Newton should continue to utilize the basic
grid framework for its street network. This
provides predictability and connectivity to
the public. It allows for a diverse number of
route alternatives in comparison to a
hierarchical network that funnels traffic into
a more limited number of congested main
routes. However, even with Newton’s grid,
there are still gaps and missing links that
could be filled to improve the flow of traffic
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and the connectivity of the community. There is a lack of continuous north-south and eastwest cross-town routes.
Street maintenance was highlighted by the public as an area in which the City needs to
improve. The condition of streets has deteriorated in many places, hindering smooth travel.
The City needs to develop a sustainable long-term maintenance and improvement plan for its
road network, coupled with a dependable, designated funding stream.
Many of Newton’s existing residential streets are narrower than current standards would
require. These legacy streets do a good job of keeping vehicles at safe speeds, but they may
hinder emergency vehicle access, especially when there are multiple parked cars in an area. A
systematic approach to parking regulation changes across the community is recommended.
Limiting parking to one side of a street or away from intersections could be a solution in many
cases. Other situations, especially on more heavily-traveled collector streets, could warrant the
construction of new bump-outs in the roadway to accommodate parking spaces.
To accommodate the safe and efficient flow of people, vehicles, and goods, there should be
limited driveway access points on collector and arterial streets. These prioritized main routes
should also be protected with controlled intersections in all cases. An important traffic issue
facing the Newton area today is improving the traffic operations on existing facilities without
building entirely new roads. Better management of the system can lead to more efficiencies
without major investments.
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Transportation System Initiatives:
Hazardous Intersections Initiative:
Focus on hazardous intersections with sight distance issues.

Things to Do:
Identify the top eight hazardous intersections in Newton utilizing
engineering and police data. Design potential fixes to these intersections
and prioritize the implementation for future years.
Eliminate uncontrolled intersections.
Increase the radii of intersections with excessive vehicular curb crossing.

Cross-Town Connections Initiative:
Improve cross-town through routes.

Things to Do:
Identify the top two gaps in both the north-south and east-west street
network. Scope potential projects that would fix these issues.

Current Traffic Patterns Initiative:
Specific Maytag commuting patterns locally are gone. Make sure the placement of traffic
control devices reflects the new reality. Let today’s traffic counts steer priorities.

Things to Do:
Identify the remnants of prior traffic patterns and re-evaluate the current
network. Changes could include the relocation or removal of stop signs
or traffic lights.
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The Basics Initiative:
Don’t forget the basics. The current grid
system of streets and avenues should be
retained, and the City should continue to
strive for a high level of service in the
maintenance and plowing of roads.

Things to Do:
Approach road
systematically.

maintenance

and

capital

improvement

projects

Adopt a snow plowing policy so that residents understand the City’s
approach and know their role in ensuring their street is fully plowed.
In striving to be a high-performing organization, the City should always
seek for ways to improve service level with regards to the basic
maintenance and services related to the street system.
Eliminate gravel streets and driveway approaches in Newton.

Airport Initiatives
The City of Newton has one of the best municipal
airports in the country. This high-quality facility
experienced substantial upgrades in the past
decade, with a new terminal, new hangars, and
upgrades to the runway, taxiways, and parking
areas for planes. With the large amount of air
travel that is associated with the adjacent Iowa
Speedway, the Newton Municipal Airport will
continue to be an important front door the
community.
Initiatives for the Airport are delineated in the
Airport Master Plan. Special attention should be paid to the land use impacts of a potential
future cross-wind runway.
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Maintain the Airport Initiative:
Continue to maintain and enhance the Newton Municipal Airport to allow it to
accommodate more planes and bigger planes.

Things to Do:
Encourage local business and industry to utilize the Newton Airport.
Conduct regular market analyses to determine existing need and predict
future need.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Initiatives
Sidewalks play an important pedestrian safety and fitness role.
In recent years, bike trails have also become an expected
community amenity for attractive, growing towns. Sidewalks
and trails are especially necessary in areas where there is
expected to be high pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile traffic.

Pedestrian Safety and Connections Initiative:
Promote pedestrian safety and
connections, a front sidewalk in good
default expectation and responsibility for
If you don’t have one, don’t think that
should be or will be.

neighborhood
repair is the
all properties.
is the way it

Things to Do:
Using priority area maps from the 2008 Sidewalk, Trails, and Bikeways
Plan, implement a micro-grant program to facilitate voluntary sidewalk
repair or installation projects through partial public subsides.
Continue to follow other recommendations for sidewalk and trail
connectivity in the 2008 Sidewalk, Trails and Bikeways Plan.
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Bike Safety Initiative:
Improve the safety of bikers and make
sure citzens know bike safety basics.
Make sure bike safety is throroughly
taught in school and enforced.

Things to Do:
Work with the local
elementary schools, law enforcement officials, and bike vendors to find
creative, pro-active ways to teach bicycle safety.

Handicapped Accessibility Initiative:
Continue to improve accessibility for the disabled for sidewalks and parking lots.

Things to Do:
Systematically address intersections where the standard handicapped
accessibility panel is not installed. Refer to the 2008 Sidewalk, Trails, and
Bikeways Plan and work through the identified priorities.
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Commuting Initiatives
Newton has an interesting mix of thousands of people commuting away from the community to
work in neighboring counties and thousands of others commuting to Newton for work. This
commuting cross-traffic will likely continue into the future, and the community should look for
ways to facilitate these patterns to its advantage.

Park and Ride Initiative:
Recognizing that convenient access
to jobs in other communities will be
an important part of Newton’s
economy,
regional
commuting
amenities such as safe and
convenient Park and Ride lots
should be a high priority.

Things to Do:
Work with the Iowa DOT to establish at least one official Park and Ride
lot in Newton.

Work with regional transit agencies to increase the opportunities for ride
sharing and group transportation to and from work.
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Rail Initiatives
Newton is served by the Iowa Interstate railroad, which crosses the community from the
southwest corner to the northeast corner. The railroad tracks intersect with eight grade
crossings throughout the city. Additionally, there are four non-grade intersections, allowing for
alternative routes when trains are passing through. The number of trains has diminished in
recent years, but they still play an important role in freight movement, facilitating industrial
growth. Passenger travel is also a future possibility for the rail system, as a passenger route
from Chicago to Omaha is being proposed, with the routing scoped to run through Newton.

Passenger Rail Initiative:
Advocate for Newton to be a stop on any passenger rail service through the community
in the future.
Things to Do:

Have a Newton representative participate in State of Iowa planningprocesses for passenger rail service leading from Chicago to Omaha.

Work with the owners (private) of the historic rail depot to secure a
potential passenger rail stop and ticket kiosk somewhere on the property
if a service should ever come through Newton. If a location cannot be
secured at the historic depot site, identify other locations for a passenger
rail stop.
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