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Sustainability
Sustainable development is development that “meets the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”.

For Newton, sustainability means not over-burdening future
generations through over-consumption of resources and
leaving Newton in a better condition for future generations.
Newton will make future decisions on land use, natural
resources, and energy usage with this understanding of
sustainability.

This chapter will provide
focus on:

Developing and using community resources in a sustainable
away impacts multiple systems. For example:



The City’s initiatives with
respect to sustainability

Land use affects energy use and water systems
Water systems affect land use and health
Air quality affects health and the economy
Economic issues affect land use and energy use
Waste handling affects land use and health and so
forth



Describe specific “things
to do” the City,
developers, businesses
and organizations can
commit to;



Describe the benefits of
these initiatives







Sustainability Initiatives:



This chapter discusses how various sustainability efforts will
help Newton achieve its goal to becoming a “green
community”
Development creates a significant impact on the land in
terms of how it is used (efficiently or inefficiently), if natural
resources are protected, and if impacts to water are
minimized. In order to implement this action step the City will
need to explore expanded policies and regulatory tools to
ensure that land development practices are completed in a manner that reduces impacts
to storm water and the larger watershed.
Examples could include the addition of natural storm water management techniques into
the zoning ordinances for all new development. This would include a range of best
management practices as no one solution works for every site. Options would include
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on-street or on-site rain gardens that soak up and clean stormwater runoff before it
enters the storm sewers and retention areas. Other ideas can include the following:


Increase minimum percentage of required open space in business, industrial
districts thereby reducing the amount of impervious surface



Require low water-use landscaping and plants.



Adopt an approved species list that is based on native and drought resistance



Require use of green infrastructure such as rain gardens, drainage swales and
rain barrels



Allow grey water use for landscaping



Require more trees and landscaping including within parking areas

Green Land Use Practices Initiative:
Improve impact of land development practices on the natural environment,
reduce impact on the watershed, and utilize green practices for public
infrastructure.

Things to Do:
Incorporate natural storm water management techniques in all
developments.
Reduce Newton’s impact on the South Skunk Watershed
through a reduction in impervious surface and retaining water
run-off through natural systems, such as rain gardens, and
infiltration.

Page 2
Newton Comprehensive Plan 2012

CHAPTER 5: Sustainability

Green Community Initiative:
Newton aspires to be recognized as a green community.

Things to do:
Continue to grow existing and promote the location of green
industries and businesses within the community.
Promote
the
Farmer’s
Market and local food
options.
Support and grow the
emerging
Community
Garden Program. Expand
purpose
statements
to
support food production,
community and public park
gardens where appropriate.
Encourage and promote a standard landscape aesthetic that is
more native and natural rather than heavily manicured,
watered, and fertilized. City of Newton will model this
aesthetic on City owned land when appropriate.
Utilize new technologies that reduce energy consumption and
have a lower impact on the environment, such as LED bulbs
for lighting projects.
Promote energy efficiency and local, renewable energy
production.
Create incentives for developers, such as a density bonus or
reduced building permit fee, if green technologies, such as a
green roof, are utilized.
This second initiative is boarder in scope and touches on elements that city can employ
and promote to build Newton’s reputation as a green community. From an economic
development standpoint, encouraging green industries and technologies is a sustainable
choice not only in how these companies operate and what they produce, but to the
increased diversification of jobs these employers provide.
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Other action steps on this list include elements the City can serve in a leadership
capacity to other public and private entities such as embracing building energy reduction
in all City owned facilities, streets and lighting. Action steps also include activities that
the City can promote and educate its citizenry to conserve energy and resources. Many
cities across the country address the goal of sustainability in this manner, by providing
education to residents on a range of small but effective ways they can reduce energy
consumption.
Finally, these action steps, or rather “things to do” identify opportunities for Newton to
become “greener” by promoting healthy living. Planning can have a great impact on
improving the health of residents. For instance, people are healthier if they live close to
an active park or trail system.
Incorporating sustainability into city planning practices and city procedures may seem
daunting; yet, many of the ways the City can expand these efforts is to serve as a role
model, promote and educate and allow more sustainable development practices.
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