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Newton is a community of just over 15,000 residents located 
35 miles east of Des Moines.  The City of Newton has seen 
many changes, especially in terms of growth, jobs and 
development and the departure of Maytag since the adoption 
of the last Comprehensive Plan in 1997.  This planning effort 
help reaffirm a new vision for Newton while focusing efforts 
on diversifying the economy.  Newton is a community with 
excellent educational opportunities, significant employment 
growth potential and strong work ethic and enthusiasm to 
Renew Newton. 

Newton was settled in 1843, the same year the City of Des 
Moines was settled.  Settlement was stimulated by the federal 
government signing an Indian Treaty the previous year.  
Adam Tool and William Highland, John Frost and John Vance 
were the first four men to reside in Newton.  Tool and 
Highland each staked out a 320-acre land claim, while Frost 
and Vance remaining awaiting an expected wagon load of 
previsions.  Before Tool’s home on his claim was completed, 
he was being asked for room and board by numerous 
incoming settlers and westward travelers.  Tool took 
advantage of the demand and become a tavern keeper. 

In 1846, some months before Iowa became the nation’s 29th 
state, Jasper County was established.  Both Newton and Jasper County were named after 
Revolutionary War sergeants who served under General Francis Marion. 

In the 1880’s, the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers came to the area bringing tools and products 
from the east.  This stimulated further settlement.  Most settlers of the area were farmers, 
while a smaller number started businesses to serve the farming community. 

By 1880, the growth in the rural area around Newton began to slow substantially.  All of the 
land in the surrounding area worth farming was in use. At this time manufacturing began to 
play a larger role in Newton’s economy.   

F.L Maytag came to Iowa as a small farm boy in a covered wagon.  He, along with three 
associates, started the Maytag Company.  The original product was not washing machines, but 
automatic self-feeders and band cutters for threshers. The four men equipped with $2,400 in 
capital, a workable idea, and an abundance of confidence in the future laid a foundation for the 
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Maytag home laundry appliance company. The first Maytag washer was made in 1907 as a 
sideline to the farm equipment line called the “Pastime” washer. 

From 1900 to 1930, Newton’s population grew erratically.  Industrial growth coupled with 
favorable farm prices made Newton a very attractive community in which to settle.  By 1925, a 
phenomenal industrial boom was being felt by the City.  Workers poured into Newton, rent and 
real estate skyrocketed, and the cost of living soared higher and higher.  From 1925 to 1929, 
three million dollars was spent in the building of homes. Most of the homes were modest 
cottages built for incoming workers and were located along Highway 6.  Then in 1929, Newton 
was hit hard by the depression and the population declined by over ten percent between 1930 
and 1940. 

Following World War II, Newton’s economy 
recovered quickly as the Maytag Company 
prospered.  Production could not keep up 
with demand.  People continued to relocate 
in Newton as the success of Maytag 
encouraged other manufacturing companies 
to set up their operation in town.  The 
population continued to grow at an average 
annual rate of 2 percent between 1940 and 
1970.  Since this time growth has stabilized 
and until recently Newton was able to rely 
heavily on its manufacturing. In October 
2007 the City lost its bedrock employer, 
Maytag, putting thousands out of work and 
leaving 450,000 square feet of office and 1 
million square feet of manufacturing space vacant.  In the wake of Maytag’s departure, the City 
has responded in innovative ways to expand and diversify its tax base so that it no longer relies 
on one major employer.  Since 2007 this aggressive effort has resulted in the following 
companies starting up or moving into Newton: 

 Springboard Engineering, A research and development testing firm 
 Trinity Structural Towers, A wind tower manufacturing company 
 TPI Composites, A wind blade manufacturing company 
 Walter G. Anderson, A box printing company 
 Iowa Speedway, A state-of- the art motor-sport racetrack 
 

Many of these new companies are moving into vacant warehouse and manufacturing space as a 
result of Maytag’s departure.  The City will continue to seek out additional companies that can 
utilize this available office, warehouse and manufacturing space.  
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Development & Planning History 
Jasper County was created in 1846 with the county seat incorporated at Newton (then Newton 
City) the following year. The original town plat laid out twenty-nine blocks centered around the 
courthouse square, with eight lots on each block. Initially, the roadways were named with Main 
being the primary east-west street (running along the south side of the courthouse square) and 
Market and Spring bounding the courthouse square on the west and east, respectively. 
McDonald completed the courthouse framework on the north. By the end of 1911 Newton’s 
street names had been changed, defined by a quadrant system of numbered streets and 
avenues. Main became 1st Avenue, with east-west roadways numbered consecutively north and 
south – all named as “avenues” with the appropriate directional suffix indicating its location 
relevant to 1st Avenue. Spring became 1st Street, with north-south roadways numbered 
consecutively east and west – all named as “streets” with the appropriate directional suffix 
indicating its location relevant to 1st Street. 
 
From the beginning, the visual character of the Newton downtown has been largely defined by 
the relationship of its buildings to the courthouse square, which anchors the commercial district.  
The 1909-1911 Beaux-Arts courthouse was designed by Proudfoot & Bird of Des Moines; it is 
the only National Register listed resource in the survey area. Although initially a mix of property 
types, today the streetscapes surrounding the courthouse square are dominated by two-story, 
contiguous commercial buildings that reflect a variety of stylistic influences but that are 
dominated by the clean lines and devotion to simple geometric forms that typify the Modern 
Movement. 
 
Moving outward from the commercial core surrounding the courthouse square, resources are 
more varied by size, and property type. In these areas are professional buildings, churches, one 
residence, and a number of buildings constructed to serve the needs of the ever-increasing 
automobile owner. Most resources outside the core date to after 1900, with a number dating to 
the mid-20th century. This area is noticeably less densely developed than that facing the 
courthouse square. 
 
The physical growth of Newton’s downtown was directed by factors beyond the commercial 
requirements of the community. A number of industrial plants, specifically the four washing 
machine factories, were in production in the 1890s on sites adjacent to one another. Located 
just four blocks northwest of the downtown, the scale of the facilities (the largest becoming the 
Maytag Company) and the railroad lines constructed to facilitate product distribution, limited 
growth of the commercial district in that direction. 
Comprehensive planning in Newton dates back to the 1960’s.  Since that time, Newton has 
experienced many changes in its economy, demographics, neighborhoods, facility needs and 
land uses necessary to respond adequately to potential growth due to the City’s close proximity 
to the Des Moines Metro region. 
 
The City of Newton’s most recent Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1997.  Because of 
significant changes happening in the community, beginning around 2000, a number of other 
community plans were completed to fill gaps that the 1997 Comprehensive Plan didn’t address. 
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Recently Completed Plans 
Jasper County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan- 2011:  This plan was developed 
following recommended methodology by both 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 
and Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Division.  It identifies key hazard 
threats within the county and recommends things 
that can be done to prepare for the.  In 2011, the 
City of Newton formally adopted the county-wide 
plan. 

Sidewalk, Trail and Bikeway Plan: A Path to Livability- 2008: This recently completed plan 
serves as a component to the existing comprehensive plan but will be an important plan to 
guide park, trail and other recreational planning and decisions within this update.  This plan 
examines existing conditions, and provides recommendations for new routes and improvements 
to existing routes with potential funding sources for implementation.  Using these key findings 
and recommendations an updated Parks and Trails plan will be a critical component of this 
update. 

Speedway Area Land Use Plan-2006. This plan served as an update to the existing 
comprehensive plan to fill a gap and create a land use to respond to this new use.  This plan 
served as an update to the existing land use plan (1997 Plan) to create a boundary that 
extended beyond the speedway area to provide a range of land use types to provide for tourist 
oriented commercial uses, office business, new mixed use or other commercial, industrial flex 
space and preservation of natural features.  The intent is that through these land uses the City 
supports further tourist related commercial development including restaurants, hospitality and 
recreation or amusement facilities.  This plan, and related goals from this update, will be woven 
into the larger land use plan update in an effort to further diversify Newton’s economy through 
encouraging tourism oriented development and expanded mixed use commercial space.  

Re-New Newton, Landscape Enhancement Master Plan-2002: This plan evolved from a Chamber 
Alliance effort which identified that the physical appearance of the community was a priority for 
residents.  A community wide survey and series of workshops developed goals, objectives, and 
a landscape master plan for Newton.  The plan focuses on 15 major gateways and detailed 
plans for how entrances can be improved through landscaping, gateway signage, public art and 
pedestrian scale lighting.  To date, the following projects have been completed: 

 


