7

Education
Education is of the utmost importance to Newton’s future.
There is inherent value in learning, and Newton strives to
have that hunger for knowledge instilled in all of its
residents. However, education’s benefits also go beyond
learning for the sake of its own intrinsic worth. Education is
also a key catalyst in economic development, population
growth, crime prevention, physical and mental health, and
community connections. With this wide array of benefits, it
is easy to see why this plan places such a major emphasis on
education.

This chapter will provide
focus on:


Higher Education



Newton Community
Schools

Two of the guiding principles, or building blocks, of the
overall Newton’s Future Plan focus on education. One
addresses the growth of the Des Moines Area Community
College and the other mainly addresses the Newton
Community School District.
The Community should involve itself in enhancing the public
school
system
since
schools
influence economic
development, community marketing, the health of
neighborhoods, and the ways in which communities grow.

Education Initiatives:
Higher Education Initiative:
Encourage an increased college-level
presence in the community.

education

A strong post-secondary education system has a multiplier
effect within communities by drawing or retaining young
adults to the community, supporting local businesses and
industries with local training opportunities, and encouraging
an educated population.
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Things to Do:
Encourage the development of new, on-campus housing options
that specifically target students. The college presence in Newton
will grow if future students are able to have the student living
experience that can be found at other nearby college campuses.
Work cooperatively with DMACC, the I-Green Learning Center,
other post-secondary institutions, and the business community to
provide local job skill training.
Further build connections with the high school students of the
area and the DMACC Career Academy and other DMACC courses.

Increasing Student Enrollment Initiative:
Draw more Pre-Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade
students to Newton by encouraging families to live in
Newton.
Growing the enrollment numbers to previously seen
numbers will lead to district efficiencies, which have
land-use and economic impacts for the community
as a whole.

Things to Do:
In a regional marketing campaign, emphasize the distinctive programs
and opportunities that set a Newton education apart. Continue to
develop and fund such differentiators.
Create partnerships and fund-raising opportunities with the purpose of
preserving programs that other school districts in the area seem to be
cutting so as to draw students from the surrounding areas who seek
out particular education opportunities.
Build ties to private schools and home school populations.
Foster communication between public and private educators and seek
out simple and specific win-wins for all involved.
Increase the number of club programs and co-curricular opportunities.
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Community-Supported Education Initiative:
Encourage continued excellence in Newton’s public school system and support further
enhancement of the school curriculums, programs and facilities.

Things to Do:
Enhance pedestrian routes to schools
through sidewalk improvements and
handicapped ramps at intersections.
Utilize “Safe Routes to School”
program when possible.
Build a “walking bus” program for
students who live too close to school
to qualify for school-provided bussing,
but too far for parents to be comfortable with their child walking alone.
A neighborhood representative parent or community volunteer) could
escort a group of children to school.
Recruit local businesses to sponsor or support innovative programming
for the schools. Students will have the opportunity to learn about realworld career possibilities and work place expectations, while the
businesses may gain possible employees and will help train the next
generation of innovative, responsible workers.

Create a problem-solving team to have frank community discussions
about the educational attainment and propose new approaches to
remedy any deficiencies. If the community values education and has
some resistance to outside imposed mandates from the State and
Federal government, it should be able to come together at the local
level and figure out a path to improvement.
Libraries are excellent repositories of knowledge, and Newton has
great library resources. Utilize all libraries in the community towards
coordinated educational goals. Continue to foster more collaboration
and co-ordination between libraries at public and private schools and
the City and region.
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