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  CHAPTER 4: Community Aesthetics Newton Comprehensive Plan 2012 

This chapter will provide 
focus on: 

 The City’s initiatives 
with respect to 
community aesthetics. 
 

 Describe specific 
“things to do” the City, 
arts organizations, 
businesses and other 
organizations can 
commit to. 
 

The appearance and aesthetics of the community are of 
concern and interest to many residents of Newton. Early in 
the process of this Comprehensive Plan update and 
community survey efforts residents identified a need to 
enhance and beautify the City, expand and improve the 
amount of landscaping throughout the City, utilize funding 
resources to improve gateways and enforce zoning 
standards.  For this Plan we have chosen to focus on the 
following to create a more beautiful Newton:  
 

 Public Character/Public Realm 
 Public Art  
 Design Character  

 
These facets of the built environment each have an effect 
on the character and aesthetic quality of the city and 
embrace both public and private responsibilities. The 
following were developed from input received from many 
sources in the community.  

 

 

 

 

  

“If you plan cities for cars and traffic, you get 
cars and traffic. If you plan for people and 
places, you get people and places.”  
 
                – Fred Kent, Project for Public Spaces 

4 Community Aesthetics 
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Community Aesthetics Initiatives 
 
Main Corridors Initiative: 
 

Improve the Newton’s aesthetic along major corridors and at the City’s gateways in 
order to shine bright and put the best face forward as visitors come to the community. 

 
Things to Do:  

Prioritize main arterial streets, such as 1st Avenue East and West, South. 
12th Avenue West, South 8th Avenue East and West, North 4th Avenue 
West with the limited nuisance enforcement capacity. 

Implement a way-finding signage program that is consistent in 
appearance, easy to read, and stylish. Way-finding signage gives visitors 
a positive impression about the community, makes it easier to navigate, 
and can further reinforce a community’s brand. 

Create specialty corridors with specific landscaping and hard-scaping.  
Examples of specialty corridors could include the Newton Downtown or 
the area around Skiff Medical Center. 

 
The public realm can strongly influence the city’s 
character and aesthetics. The public realm consists of 
the city’s streets, sidewalks, parks, trails, urban 
spaces and gateways. The public realm includes a 
large portion of Newton’s land area and represents a 
substantial public investment. The design of these 
elements plays a major role in defining the character 
of Newton, and the overall aesthetic quality of the 
neighborhoods and city overall.  
 
  

The public realm also includes places in the city that are important contributors to the city’s 
overall character. These are important due to their historic role in the city, their visibility and 
their role in the everyday life of residents. One important civic area is downtown, not only for its 
historic and architectural significance but its serves as a gathering place and employment center 
of the city.  Vacant Maytag office facilities and original manufacturing buildings provide an 
excellent opportunity to expand on the employment and service base downtown. Maytag Park 
and the Newton Arboretum are just two examples of the important civic places in Newton.   
 



  Page 4-3 
 

  CHAPTER 4: Community Aesthetics Newton Comprehensive Plan 2012 

Major commerical corridors and gateways play a contributing role in the city’s character. Having 
well-defined edges and gateways into a city are important because they communicate the city’s 
image and create a clear sense of arrival and departure. Newton’s edges and entryways are 
defined by roadways  and as such demand attention to design and asetheics. Newton’s major 
commercial corrdiors are highly visible including the folowing: 
 

 1st Avenue: 
o West End 
o Downtown 
o Central 
o East End 

 Highway 14 – I-80 to 1st Avenue 
 I-80 (entire length) 
 Iowa Speedway Drive: 

o I-80 to Lincoln Street 
o I-80 to 1st Avenue 

First Avenue is the major east-west corridor of the City that serves as a major entryway on both 
the west end at Highway 14 and the east end at Iowa Speedway drive. This roadway also 
serves as the major commercial corridor linking neighborhood and major shopping areas, 
downtown, and these visble gateways into the City. The character of this corridor can benefit 
from improvedstreetscaping, refined signage building standards, and improved pedestrian-scale 
facilties. This corridor can also be improved with the installation of entryway signage and 
landscaping features welcoming visitors to Newton at both the east and west entrances.  

Other entryways inlcude South 12th Avenue West which 
connects to Highway 14 just north of Interstate 80 and 
the adjancent highway commercial area. This area is 
often a first impresssion for vistors coming to Newton. 
Another important corridor is N 4th Avenue, just north 
of the entryway of Highway 14 and 1st Avenue,  which 
contains a mixture of older residnetial, neighborhood 
commerical but is an important corriodr as it leads to 
the orginal Maytag facilties and DMACC. These can be become more important and attractive 
through regulatory tools, enforcement and refined building design standards and the design, 
installation, and maintenance of entry signage, landscaping, and other features. 

Installing entry signage and way-finding signage is a critical step in communicating the identity 
of Newton. Attractive signs at the Newton’s entryways with way-finding elements would allow 
Newton to identify important community businesses and places. Such signs should be 
consistent in appearance with other way-finding elements directing visitors to destinations and 
attractions once inside City limits.  As public art is increasing prominence in Newton, 
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consideration for inclusion of art elements into the city’s signs might just be the right 
component to create unique signs.   
 

 

Community Art Initiative: 
 

Growing the presence of arts, public and performance in the community provides 
creative stimulation, encourages citizen interaction, and improves the appearance of the 
community. 

 

Things to Do:  

Consider expansion of the development 
requirement trade-off, which includes public 
art.  

 Support events and festivals that highlight 

public art and performance art. 

Encourage the placement of new public art 
and maintenance of existing art.  

 
Public art is art that is displayed in the city’s public realm. Public art is an asset that can 
transform public spaces in Newton, create an identifying characteristic for Newton, encourage 
creativity, and increase public gathering and interaction. Public art should reflect Newton’s 
unique identity and enhance the image of the city.  As Newton develops and looks for 
opportunities for renewal and redevelopment, it will continue to seek ways to effectively 
promote public art in the city. The city will explore a range of options for funding public art and 
will implement the combination of programs and policies that best accomplish this goal. 
 
Public art is an identifying element and amenity in Newton that has an extraordinary 

opportunity to expand as a major tourism 
attraction. The City will work cooperatively with 
art organizations to increase the presence of 
public art and access to art, cultural events, 
performance opportunities and education. The 
City will look towards creative ways to promote 
local art and events, such as the Iowa 
Sculpture Festival, to expand art as tourism so 
that Newton becomes the arts destination in 
Iowa.  
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Red Pride Initiative:  

Revive the “Newton Red Pride” concept 
citywide to promote a positive community 
attitude and encourage property up-keep. 

 

Things to Do:  

Continue community 
wide support of the 
Newton High School Red Pride Service Day.” 
 
Address dilapidated structures through requiring up-keep by 
property owners or demolition of building beyond repair.  

 Review nuisance regulations to determine if they are adequate, 
and prioritize enforcement of nuisance laws.  

 
Promote compliance with all codes and utilize effective 
enforcement strategies and follow through directly with property 
owners. 

 
Identify specific properties of nuisance and prepare action plans in 
cooperation with property owner to achieve compliance. 

 
Promote establishment of neighborhood associations, through city 
supported efforts, as a mean of promoting neighborhood 
maintenance, safety and reinvestment.  

Community aesthetics is a city wide issue and responsibility by all to up-keep and maintain 
properties whether privately or publicly owned. Properties that detract from or are contrary to 
the established image desired for Newton can have a significant impact, particularly if located in 
a highly visible location. Additional, a single or few blighted properties can have a negative 
effect on a whole block or neighborhood thereby fostering a pattern of lack of maintenance.  
 
The City can serve as the leader in encouraging city clean up and through maintenance of its 
own buildings and public spaces including streets, parks, sidewalks and other facilities.  The City 
can also lead by effective enforcement for those properties that are not maintained thus 
affecting neighboring properties. Good maintenance of homes and yards often has a contagious 
effect in a neighborhood that often has a multiplying effect.   
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Design Character 
Residents of Newton are interested in quality of life, including 
the quality of design that surrounds their lives.  During 
community engagement sessions and through community 
survey results significant concern was expressed over 
unattractive buildings and places. High quality design and 
materials create lasting value for property owners and the 
community.  
 
Discussion in this section addresses the benefits of quality 
design in general terms. It will be important to consider 
updating zoning and other regulatory tools to implement 
quality design. Design standards are one such tool to carry 
out the city’s vision. Design standards influence the public 
realm (streets, sidewalks, plazas, streetscaping) and private (building architecture). Design 
standards apply to more than just the building architecture but to the site, street, parking, 
amenities, signage, open space and storm water treatment.  Each land use and subsequent 
zoning district is unique so the standards can be created to respond to the needs of that 
district. 
 
Guidelines that should be considered for any district:  

 Create a compact and diverse critical mass of activity 
 

 Create an identifiable symbol for the City and focus for civic and cultural activities 
 

 Define a framework of open spaces and linkages 
 

 Balance the need to move vehicles safely with aesthetics and the needs of the 
pedestrian. 
 

 Promote high quality architecture 
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Design Guideline Elements 
  
Streetscapes: usually include streets, 
sidewalks, street furniture, lighting and 
decorative elements to lighting.   

Street Types:  Treat Streets as Part of the 
Open Space System, not as Barriers. 
 

 Accommodate Alternative Forms of 
Transportation  

 Define a Hierarchy of Treatments for Approach Routes Commercial and Residential 
Streets  

  Balance Vehicular and Pedestrian Needs 

 
Entrance Monuments: Are gateways to the community are important location for entry 
monuments. 

Parking:   Should be based on need and design.  Are their opportunities for shared parking or 
a need for a ramp to serve multiple uses?  Design of parking lots is also critical to minimize the 
presence of parked vehicles.  Appropriately screening the areas, use of landscape islands to 
break up the expanse of parking areas can improve the appearance of parking lots. 
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Setbacks:  Depending on the location, setbacks or build to lines can be an important tool in 
creating a more traditional or compact mixed use design.  Allowing setbacks to be tighter and 
buildings up the sidewalk reinforces the pedestrian scale of downtown design.   

 

Building Architecture and Design:  It is essential to encourage high quality architecture. 
Promote visual interest through proper alignment, proportion, and materials. Place buildings to 
reinforce streetscapes and open spaces.  Design requirements may differ between districts or 
areas.  High quality design can be required of any use in any location.  
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Signage:  Building signage provides a great way to be creative and distinctive.  Signs are also 
an important architectural element for any business.   However, since signs influence the overall 
character and appearance of the streetscape, they should be designed to complement the 
architecture.  Signs that are overhanging or projecting signs are very pedestrian friendly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Space - Public Spaces and Amenities:  Often pockets of open space within 
developments or redevelopment areas can be used for public gathering areas to relax, enjoy 
the outdoors or even hold small gatherings.  These areas should be designed to support this 
goal with minimal amenities necessary. 
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Stormwater Treatment:  There are many innovations for new storm water treatment that 
provide design amenities.  Many of these include improved ponds or rain gardens.  These can 
be used in multiple locations and types of developments.   

 


