
Education Chapter 
 
 
Goal 1:  Encourage an increased college-level education presence in the 
community. 
 
Rationale:  A strong post-secondary education system has a multiplier effect within 
communities by drawing or retaining young adults to the community, supporting 
local businesses and industries with local training opportunities, and encouraging 
an educated population. 
 
Policy 1:  Encourage the development of new housing options that specifically target 
students.  The college presence in Newton will grow if future students are able to 
have the student living experience that can be found at other nearby college 
campuses. 
 
Policy 2: Work cooperatively with DMACC (Des Moines Area Community College), 
the I-Green Learning Center, other post-secondary institutions, and the business 
community to provide local job skill training. 
 
 
Goal 2:  Draw more Pre-Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade students to 
Newton by encouraging families to live in Newton. 
 
Rationale:  Reversing the recent declining student population trend allows for the 
preservation of existing school facilities and programs.  Growing the enrollment 
numbers to previously seen numbers will lead to district efficiencies, which have 
land-use and economic impacts for the community as a whole. 
 
Policy 1:  Encourage new family-sized home development (3 bedroom, 2 bath) 
throughout town.  A focus on developable western lots would accommodate a 
commuting demographic. 
 
Policy 2:   
 
 
Goal 3:  Encourage continued excellence in Newton’s public school system and 
support further enhancement of the school curriculums, programs and 
facilities. 
 
Rationale:  The City should involve itself in enhancing the public school system 
since schools influence economic development, community marketing, the health of 
neighborhoods, and the ways in which communities grow.  Collaboration between 
the City and the school district can enable walkability, enhance transportation 
routes, reduce school costs, and grow the community and student populations. 



 
Policy 1:    Enhance pedestrian routes to schools through sidewalk improvements 
and handicapped ramps at intersections.  Utilize “Safe Routes to School” program 
when possible. 
 
Policy 2:   


